
[image: image1.png]



PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING
Wednesday, February 6, 2008
8:30 a.m.

Merrimack Valley Workforce Investment Board

Lawrence, MA  01840

Members Present:
Peter Matthews, Chair

Pedro Arce, Charles LoPiano, Mike Sweeney,
Shirley Callan, Karen Sawyer

Members Absent:

Donna Gambon, Sal Lupoli
Staff Present:
Fred Carberry, Betty Kirk, Augustine Ambe,
Marjorie Betances, Chris Shannon
Guests Present:

Joe Bevilacqua
1.
Approval of Minutes of 11/28/2007
Mr. Matthews called the meeting to order at 8:40 a.m. and called for a motion to approve the minutes of the 11/28/2007 meeting.
Motion by Peter Matthews seconded by Chick LoPiano to approve the minutes of the November 28, 2007 meeting as submitted.  Motion passed.
2.
Workforce Competitive Trust Fund and Workforce Training Fund Update
Betty reported that Chesterton applied and received a WTF grant.  There was a workshop/breakfast on January 18th at Chesterton regarding Workforce Training Funds. Betty commented that there will be a workshop on March 7, 2008 on the application process at ValleyWork Career Center in Haverhill. Betty and Fred gave an overview on the grant process, as Charles Lopiano requested.  Betty commented that this grant has special programs for hospitals that can serve as a great resource to them.   
Fred observed that David Hartleb, from Northern Essex Community is supportive of collaboration on this grant.  Fred introduced Augustine Ambe, the WCTF Project Coordinator, to the committee and noted that Augustine has more update information on the WCTF grant. 

Augustine reported that the first phase of the training is “classroom instruction” that will be carried out by the colleges and the second phase is “hands-on training” that will be implemented by vocational training providers.   He also stated that the first cycle of the LARE training started on February 4, 2008, the second cycle will start on February 25, 2008, while the third cycle will start on March 10th.  He informed the committee that incumbent workers at Raytheon started Pro/engineering training on January 28, 2008 and this training will run till the end of February.   Fred reported that the majority of the 30 people being trained by LARE in soldering, lean manufacturing, documentation and electro-mechanical assembly will hopefully be hired by Raytheon and the rest may be placed within the industry.

In regard to other training, Augustine said that North Shore Community College will train General Electric and Boston Centerless employees in shop math, Blueprint reading and in Geometric Dimensioning and Tolerance; while Northern Essex Community College will train Arwood employees in Geometric Dimensioning and Tolerance, Interpreting engineering drawings and Trigonometry.    

Fred also noted that we are partnering with both the North Shore WIB and the Greater Lowell WIB on the WCTF Grant for the HCLN initiative which is an on-line training model for the health care industry.
3.
National Association of Workforce Boards (NAWB) Conference
Joe Bevilacqua started by thanking everyone for letting him come to the meeting.  Joe reported that he had put together a proposal for the conference at NAWB and it has been approved.  At this conference Fred Carberry, Peter Matthews, Sal Lupoli, Mayor Michael Sullivan and Joe Bevilacqua will be presenting.  The conference will be at the end of February.  Joe also noted that the NAWB conference always has the best presenters in the field.  Joe mentioned that this presentation is going to be heard through out the entire country and he feels that they have a great presentation, regarding the partnerships formed in the Merrimack Valley to advance workforce development.
Fred reported that cost for this conference was split between the MVWIB and the Merrimack Valley Chamber of Commerce.   
4.
Update on Lease Status
Fred reported that the lease in Lawrence is stable and should be signed by the end of this month, with an option to renew.  Fred remarked that the WIB space is stable for now.  The Haverhill space is still pending because they want to determine how many staff they will have remaining.
Fred also stated that Pedro Arce formed a Space Committee to work on the space availability. This committee had met once and is planning to meet on February 15, 2008 at 9:00 a.m.

5.
 Merrimack Valley Chamber of Commerce Spring EXPO
Joe Bevilacqua reported that the Spring EXPO this year will be held in Haverhill, MA.  He also mentioned that there will be a speaker on Immigration.     

A motion was made to hold the MVWIB Quarterly meeting together with the Merrimack Valley Chamber of Commerce Spring EXPO on April 16, 08 by Charles Lopiano seconded by Peter Matthew.  Motion passed
6.
Other
Fred informed the members that there was a request from Arthur Chilingirian to transfer funds from the FY’08  WIA OSY training line item to the FY 08 WIA OSY needs related payment line item and the FY’08 WIA OSY supportive service line item.   The committee voted to reallocate $17,000 from the FY’08 WIA OSY training line item to the FY’08 WIA OSY Needs Released Payment ($7,000) line item and the FY’08 WIA OSY Supportive Service ($10,000) line item.  Without this additional funding it will be necessary to stop or place a cap on Needs Related Payments and Supportive Service payments to youth, which could subsequently have a major impact on the programs.  
A motion was made to approve the request for training funds transfer by Mike Sweeney seconded by Peter Matthew.  Motion Passed
Fred stated that the Annual WIB Association meeting this year will be held in Salem. The cost will be $249.00 with hotel and meals included.  
Fred also reported the Federal Government rescission on the WIA Funds will affect Massachusetts by reducing the WIA fund by 1.5 million.   This reduction will especially affect the career center.  The State is undecided how they are going to come up with money.  
Fred congratulated Shirley Callan for being nominated for the John Gould Education and Workforce Development Award by Senator Steven Baddour.  

7.
Adjourn
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Mike Sweeney seconded by Peter Matthews.  Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 9: 45a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Marjorie Betances

Recorder
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